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Dearborn Man who won Diversity Visa an
Immense Success, Despite President’s Claims

hmed Alkhulaidi has already subverted every assumption that
the president has made. As someone coming from Yemen - one

contributed to the Detroit economy.

By Simon Albaugh
YAN - Dearborn

From his ornately deco-
rated workshop in Dear-
born, Alkhulaidi manu-
factures and sells Middle
Eastern-style furniture. His
work depends on materi-
als manufactured from the
United States and abroad.
And he custom-builds all
his furniture by hand.

Alkhulaidi is part of a
wave of people coming into
the United States that are
bringing their expertise
with them. In the case of
Alkhulaidi, his work for his
father’s business is what
shaped his skills.

“I started working around
1998, at the age of 11,”
Alkhulaidi said. “I was
slowly picking up skills
by dabbling in everything
around me, from sales and
customer service to running
errands and cutting and
measuring fabrics. But most
important I started to learn
sewing.”

During those years in his
father’s shop, Alkhulaidi
dreamed of living abroad
like many of the young
people around him. In
2010, this became a reality
when he won the Diversity
Visa Lottery, a program that
offers the chance at winning
a green card, or permanent
residency status, for the
United States.

The Diversity Visa Lottery
gives people from under-
represented countries in the
US Immigration pool the
opportunity to be randomly
selected for a chance at
living in the United States
— But it doesn’t award
citizenship.

Before someone from a
Diversity Visa country is
even able to apply to the
program, they have to go
through a background
check. And contrary to the
President’s position, the
Diversity Visa Lottery is al-
ready merit-based because
a certain level of education
or job skill is needed to

Middle Eastern-style
Sfurniture at alkhulidi store &=

apply, according to the US
Bureau of Consular Affairs.

When he first arrived,
Alkhulaidi worked in the
basement of a house to
build his first Jalsah, or
Middle-Eastern Furniture
set for a friend. After that
first furniture piece, other
people were asking him to
build a set for them again
and again until he finally
went into business.

For the first orders of his
business, he was still work-
ing from a basement. It
wasn’t until a friend finally
convinced him to expand
that he started working
from his first warehouse in
Dearborn. But after only ar-
riving five years before, his
business would continue to
grow. He would need to buy
a bigger space in Melvin-
dale.

Alkhudaidi’s emigration

AlKhulaidi with stﬁﬁ‘

AlKhulaidi

to the United States was

a narrow opportunity for
Yemenis. Starting in 2017,
Trump’s ‘Muslim Ban’ has
stopped a lot of people
from leaving under the

same program that brought
Alkhulaidi.

According to Jamal al
Ghazal, an immigration
worker in the country, there
are 70 people who had to
give up their acceptance in

the Diversity Visa Lottery
because of the Muslim Ban.

“The program is open,” he
said. “But the Muslim ban
has stopped any Yemenis
from using it.”

According to a report by
Mallory Moench, a man
from Yemen named Abdul-
lah Fadhel spent $12,000
trying to navigate the
Muslim Ban after he won a
green card from the lottery.
At the time of the story,
he had been waiting seven
months in Malaysia because
he was afraid to go back
to his home, where armed
conflict was taking place.

When Alkhulaidi first
started working in Metro
Detroit, he said there were
only two or three Arabic
Furniture sellers in the
area.

“Some were just sourcing
already made Jalsah sets
from overseas,” Alkhulaidi
said. But Alkhulaidi was
one of only a few who were
making it.

Alkhulaidi helped estab-
lish an industry in the wake
of auto manufacturers go-
ing overseas. His work has
created 16 jobs — with seven
being part-time and a few
saved for students hoping to
learn the trade — and even
given him enough of a profit

f the countries in Trump’s Muslim ban - he’s created jobs and

to give back to the commu-
nity’s religious centers and
business startups.

“The diwan gives people
the chance to create a famil-
iar and comfortable space
for their social lives as they
seek to become familiar
and comfortable in their
new surroundings,” said
Sally Howell, Director of the
Center for Arab American
Studies at the University of
Michigan Dearborn. “With
so many local manufac-
turers, it might be that
Yemeni furniture becomes
ubiquitous throughout the
region.”

Alkhulaidi wants to con-
tinue growing his business,
with big goals of becoming
a part of the international
furniture trade. But he only
narrowly missed the op-
portunity to go on this path
to success.

For the Yemeni citi-
zens who are stuck in the
administrative limbo of the
Diversity Visa Lottery, the
Muslim Ban has only made
a difficult situation for the
people of Yemen worse. In
the past year, Trump has
been considering removing
the Diversity Visa program.
Still, according to the US
State Department, 50,000
Visas will be awarded in
2020.




Interview

The "
Yemeni
American
[ NEWS]

Vol.10 ISSUENO. (125)

Sep 2019

KidKadia: Sanctuary for

How One Doctor Heals With Fun & Games

By Brian Stone-YAN - Dearborn

YAN: What was your
first memory as a kid of
playing and how did that
impact your decision to
open up this business?

I remember — my dad died
when I was a lot younger —
and I think within the first
year we were trying to get
things back to normal. One
of my uncles took the whole
family to — I think it was Dis-
covery Zone — and I remem-
ber thinking it was the most
marvelous place. I remember
sneaking through tunnels,
mazes, and I just can’t say
how cool of an experience it
was. Having different places
to hide, just the — the almost
obstacle course-like nature of
it, was so much fun.

YAN: Do you have a
medical backround?

I finished my residency in
2017 and I took a job as an
ER doctor so that takes the
majority of my time. This was
supposed to start off as a fun
passion project, but it took
on a big life of its own.

YAN: What made you
want to do this? Was it
because of those earlier
experiences?

AN editor Brian Stone

sat down for an inter-

view with Moneer Abdo
in what looked like a lush, en-
chanted forest from a Disney
movie — only they weren’t in
an enchanted forest, they were
in KidKadia, East Dearborn’s
newest business. Kidkadia is a
plascape for children that also
has a cafe and equal space for
parents to sit and relax. The
new business, located at 1939
Michigan Ave in Dearborn, is
a new venture with him and
Nasser Mozep. We wanted to
learn more about the inspira-
tion for this unique new locale.

The earlier experiences are
definitely part of the concept
development, but it’s really
having my own kids that
created this need for having
a space for the whole family
that really didn’t exist for us.
It was years ago, probably 6
years ago, that we took my
six month-old to this little
play cafe while we were in
Chicago and I remember

my wife and I thinking it
was the coolest concept. We
were able to have a cup of
coffee, and [my daughter]
was able to crawl around this
matted room. There was no
structure, no ball pits, just

a soft, padded room, and a
place for parents to sit. That
was kind of the first seed.

YAN: A lot of the
seating here is beautiful,
it’s opulent. It seems
that the place is as much
designed for the parent
as it is for the child.

Tell me a bit about your
thinking that went into
that.

I'd say the biggest thing
we’ve done over the last two
years for both my daughters
is go to these indoor play
cafes... but it’s never that

comfortable for us as parents.

Usually it’s some plastic
seats, sometimes there’s an

old leather couch, but it’s
not a very nice design, it’s an
afterthought. Usually some
nice play facilities, but not
really geared for parents.
We wanted to disband that
concept — the idea was,
50-50. You want to come
here as an adult? Your

kids can potentially be an
afterthought.

YAN: So, part of your
mission isn’t just for the
kids to play and have a
place to destress, it’s also
a place for parents to
enjoy themselves?

Yeah, so part of what we
did is try to capture a bit of
an enchanted forest with the
facility... We also wanted
to create a play structure
that was good for parents.
You'll notice that a lot of
the entrance ways are six
or seven feet, so parents
can walk in without much
difficulty, and it’s definitely
designed to support the
weight of any adult.

YAN: Can you describe
your average day at the
ER?

So, on a good day, you
can walk out of the ER with
relatively low emotional
impact on your overall
outlook. There’s a lot of
trauma — essentially, any
kind of physical injury a
person can sustain, whether

it’s a car accident, whether
it’s a stabbing, a gunshot, and
we’re also a burn transfer
center — so we really see
some of the worst burns in
Southeast Michigan.

YAN: So people come in
[to the ER] with gunshot
wounds, burns, all kinds
of ailments, diseases,
and in some cases they
have a really hard time to
recover. Does that take a
toll on you?

I think the ER is a special
place. In medicine, they call
it burnout. It’s a thing we
commonly talk about. They
have a list of top specialties,

~ 2
Brian Stone with Moneer Abdo

and we are usually number
one or number two for most
burnout. It does impact you.

YAN: So you have this job
that’s stressful — you’re

a parent — and there
weren’t any spaces for
you to relax at the same
time as your kids. Which,
you probably needed?

Yeah, I wonder if it was a big
subconscious driver to all
this? But, there really wasn’t
[a place for us.] We chose

to live in Michigan, which
has a beautiful summer and
a beautiful spring, and we
have a lot of clouds and a
long winterand that was a big
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Parent

and Child

driving force in the thought process
and development of the facility.

YAN: Have you heard of
parents burning out? Do you
think that happens?

Oh my gosh, yeah... You see it, with
friends and family... you do get tired,
especially when you have young ones
running around, but you’re willing to
tolerate more, you're willing to work
easier with your kids, but it is a give
and take, but [burnout is] definitely
there.

YAN: So part of what you’re
manifesting here, in your
business, is that you’re not just
trying to prevent the burnout
you experience professionally,

but you’re trying to prevent
parent burnout? You hear about
parents being stressed out, so
you’re creating a place not just
for kids, but for parents.

Absolutely. The idea was — how
do I take an afternoon for a parent
and make it stress free? How do I
give them a few moments to escape
the hectic, normal life and give them
a place where you can breathe for a
few minutes? And when you look at
what we’ve done, from training our
staff, to how our facility is featured,
it’s tied into that. We probably over
staffed, so we can have multiple
monitors to go around, play with the
kids, so if mom and dad want to sit
back and relax on the couch, they can
feel OK. That’s a huge part of this.

YAN: So part of your mission
here is the same mission for
you as a doctor. You’re trying to
heal people.

It’s funny, because I've gotten
multiple questions from some of the
visitors, and people ask me how is
this like your normal job? How do
you have anything similar? And I
didn’t connect it, really, until now,
but I guess we are doing something
very similar here to what we do in
the ER. We're creating a safe zone for
parents, kids and grandparents.

YAN: What do you think
about that? A lot of uncles,
grandparents, aunts are
involved in kids’ lives. Do you
think this is a good place for
them to go?

Absolutely, we've had some
grandmothers who bring their kids
here a couple times a week. It’s been
a very nice way for families, and even
extended families, to spend more
time together. It’s a great destination
for uncles, grandparents, and any
caregiver, for them to come together.

YAN: Is there anything
else you want to tell parents
or readers of the Yemeni
American News about why they
should come?

We’re hoping we can make the
decision to come very easy. When
we opened up the play cafe we

were thinking about what was out
there. We realized not only was
there nothing like this in the area,
but — with confidence — nothing like
this in the country. We are the first
of its kind in regards to the effort

to making this a home for parents,
too. So it’s an easy decision — you
have the best indoor play cafe in the
country right in your backyard.
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How can the US help end
the war in Yemen?

Yemeni Americans weigh in

s the war
in Yemen
ages,

the lines be-
tween foes and
allies are blur-
ring. With UAE-
backed southern
separatists turn-
ing their guns
against forces
loyal to the gov-
ernment of Abd
Rabbuh Man-
sour Hadi, the
divisions within
the anti-Houthi
camp add an-
other challenge
to ending the
destructive con-
flict.

YAN -

The United States has
called the Yemen war the
largest humanitarian crisis
on the planet. The war has
killed tens of thousands of
people, caused outbreaks
of diseases and brought the
impoverished country to
the verge of famine.

Yet, the country that calls
itself the leader of the free
world - the United States
- has not been able to stop
the war. In fact, Wash-
ington has been an active
participant in the conflict,
arming and supporting the
Saudi-led coalition against
Yemen’s Houthi rebels.

Efforts in Congress to
half US assistance to the
coalition have hit Donald
Trump’s presidential veto.

The Yemeni American
News has interviewed
several Yemeni Americans
to get their opinion on the
role their new country - the
United States - should play
in bringing peace to their
homeland of Yemen.

While the views differ
on the details, all Yemeni
Americans seem to be
unanimous in wanting the

war to end.

US role

Mohammad Doeiss, a
Yemeni American living in
Michigan, said Washington
has been the main reason
for the violence in Yemen,
as it remains the biggest
force and most leverage
over the coalition to stop
the war.

“As a Yemeni American
citizen, I care about the
stability and peace in my
home country. I also want
to see my new home, the
US, reacting in the right
way to humanitarian cri-
ses,” Doeiss said.

Doeiss said Yemeni
Americans have a role to
play in bringing peace to
Yemen by organizing their
communities and forming
lobbies to put pressure on
elected officials through
forming alliances by other
ethnic groups and civil
rights activists.

Latifa Jamal, who also
lives in Michigan, said
the US can help solve the
crisis. But her perspective
was different from that of
Doeiss.

Jamal said Washington

By: Khalil Ali

should throw its full weight
behind the “legitimate”
Hadi government.

“The United States must
fulfill all of its commit-
ments to the legitimate
government to wrest its
control over the entire
country. The US should
also activate the sanc-
tions against Anasar Allah
(Houthis) stipulated by UN
Security Council resolu-
tions,” Jamal said.

Jamal said Washington
- as the provider of logistic
assistance to the coalition
- should also pressure the
United Arab Emirates and
Saudi Arabia to commit
to backing the legitimate
government.

She also called for Hadi’s
government’s return to
Yemen from its voluntary
exile in Riyadh.

“The absence of the
legitimate government
makes all the solutions for
ending the war an impos-
sible matter,” Jamal said.

The solution

For his part, Abduljalil
Aloun, of New York, said
the United States can play
a “big role” in ending the

Yemen war, which has
lasted four and a half years,
by stopping the fragmenta-
tion of the country, ending
Saudi and Emirati abuses,
pushing for an investiga-
tion into possible war
crimes and helping hu-
manitarian and construc-
tion efforts.

Still, Aloun said Yemenis
are the ones responsible
for the crisis. “The Houthis
are the first reason; the
government is the second;
and the Southern Transi-
tional Council because it is
a foreign agent produced in
the Emirates is the third,”
he said.

Aloun said the Houthis
started the crisis because
they agreed the results of
the national dialogue and
then turned against it. As
for the government, he
added, it tried to confront
the Houthis mistake with
another mistake - inviting
the Saudis and Emiratis
who had their own agenda.

“What’s clear is that
there is no solution except
for all Yemenis parties
without exception and
absent of foreign interven-
tions to meet. Only then,
the solution will material-
ize and Yemen will enjoy
stability through Yemenis
willpower,” he said.

Rejecting violence

Abduljalil Ahmad, who
lives in Michigan, said
Washington is waging a
proxy war in Yemen by
selling weapons for groups
to kill each other while
keeping its interests secure
and protected through its
agents.

“The solution to end this
crisis can be done by con-
vincing Yemenis at home
and abroad to share power
peacefully and reject the
culture of violence, hege-
mony and using outside
influence,” Ahmad said.

“Second, we need to
defeat the culture of weak-
ness and political tyranny
in all of its forms starting
with familial relations all
the way to the top of the
pyramid. Only the free
people of the nation decide
the future, or else we will
keep spinning in a full cycle
of violence that haunts
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Halal Metropolis Explores Past, Pres-
ent, and Future Muslim Communities

t Bank Suey Community Space, Halal Metropolis is exploring the identities
and expressions of Islam in Metro Detroit. As a traveling archival, art and

ashion exhibition, its stated goal is to explore Metro Detroit’s expressions
of Muslim Identity in the past, present and future.

By Simon Albaugh
YAN - Homtramck

The exhibition is lead by
Sally Howell, Ph.D from
the University of Michigan
Dearborn’s Center for Arab
American Studies. Cura-
tion of the exhibition comes
from Osman Khan, Associ-
ate Professor at Stamps
School of Art and Design
— Part of the University of
Michigan Ann Arbor.

Archival Research was
done by Asma Baban and
marketing for the event is
lead by Fatimah Al-Rasool.

“This is letting us imagine
what the American Mus-
lim is in 2050,” Khan said.
“Because now we can invent
what we want to be, what
the symbols are, what will
be the garb.”

The basis for the show
is imagining what a utopia
would look like when it’s
centered around Muslim
Culture. The show draws
on past representations of
Muslim-American popula-
tions in Southeast Michi-
gan and works to create a
conversation around what
a better future could look
like.

“It’s an idea for what a

Halal Metropolis is,” Khan
said. “In some places, it’s a
feared notion. Some places
it’s home — the desire to be
home. And what makes this
comfortable.”

Displaying her work
is Zarinah El-Amin — A
designer of headscarves
and coverings for the many
cultures and religions that
intersect around what she
calls “wrapping” or head
covering.

“In the African-American
Muslim community, when
a lot of the Muslims came
into Islam, they began to
adopt head covering,” El-
Amin said. “But they made
it their own style. So it
wasn’t like the Arab style, it
wasn’t like an African style.
It was an African-American
Muslim Style.”

El-Amin works with
material from all over the
world to imagine new and
exciting ways to display
head covering.

“As time went on, I loved
the aesthetics of it,” El-
Amin said. “I loved the feel-
ing. I love the individuality,
because you can wrap a
multitude of ways, because
it’s like an art. And I always
said it’s something that

takes me to a new spiritual
level.”

The visual art is multi-
faceted. Architectural
sketches for re-imagined
monuments are drawn by a
Bosnian artist who “mod-
estly proposes” new ways
of seeing the spaces that
are at the center of culture.
And photography centered
around expression of Mus-
lim Identity is prominently
displayed next to it.

Yemeni furniture loaned
by Best Deals Furniture
of Hamtramck is also be a
part of the exhibition.

At the root of Halal
Metropolis is the history of
Muslim visibility in Amer-
ica. Islam has been a part
of the Southeast Michigan
culture since the late 1800s.
But because Hamtramck
doesn’t have any facilities
or centers that highlight
the history of its immigrant
populations, Halal Metrop-
olis is working to bring that
history to its exhibition.

“When the Bangladeshis
and the Yemenis came into
two different ends of the
city and created this new
economy, that’s when they
became a part of the city,”
Asma Baban said. “So that’s
why we’re having this exhi-

bition is so you can see how
that happened.”

The history of Ham-
tramck’s Muslim commu-
nity is an important one.
Transitioning from a vastly
polish enclave of Detroit to
the first city to elect a Mus-
lim-majority city council is
just one of the important
aspects of the community’s
history.

“I thought it was amaz-
ing,” said Courtney, who
came to the exhibition. “I
think it puts everything
happening in America in
perspective.”

“I like to the diversity,”
said Amaal. “When we go
to our Mosques, we see
Middle Eastern and Bengali
people. But here, everyone
enjoying it.”

The exhibition has
been traveling through-
out Southeast Michigan.
At previous stops, Halal
Metropolis has worked to
highlight the history of the
Muslim communities that
come to see it. As the exhi-
bition progresses, the art,
presentation and the tone
of the exhibit will change
with the traditions and at-
titudes toward Islam in its
new settings.

“While we are moving,
and different iterations of
the projects are changing,
It’s not just the internal
aspects of the exhibit,”
Fatimah Al-Rasool said.
“it’s also the response and
outreach. Because this is
Hamtramck’s community.
And we want to showcase
them. Not our work.”

By creating this dialogue
with the communities, the
hope is that halal Metropo-
lis can explore a sense of
visibility around the diverse
cultures that are practiced
every day throughout
America.

“What is this visibility all
about? What does it mean
to Muslims and non-Mus-
lims?” Sally Howell said.
“How was it created, not
just by the Muslim commu-
nity, but in dialogue with
the rest of society? And
where’s it going? How is it
transforming Detroit?”

Throughout the month-
long exhibition, the
organizers will hold a com-
munity event showcasing
dialogues and conversa-
tions around the theme of a
Halal Metropolis. Perform-
ers, artists and scholars will
present their work at these
events.
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youth rise to

Southwest Detroit
Yemeni American

serve

their community

meni American who can b

who often spends her free time
caring for her younger siblings.

arah Nasher is a Detroit Southwest Ye-

e a different

person to many different people. To
her single mother, she is a mature teenager

cooking and

from education to youth
voice. Now, Sarah has
another title AAYSP’s
2019 Student of the Year
Awardee. AAYSP is the

By Adel Mozip
YAN - Detroit

To her southwest Detroit

community, she is an avid American Association
activist, advocating for of Yemeni Students and
Professionals.

reform on topics ranging

Sarah is a graduate
of Universal Academy.
Throughout her high
school career, she has
maintained a 3.93-grade
point average, ranking her
sixth out of her class of 52
other students. In addition

rah with Yemeni American News publisher Rssheed Alnozili at the AAYSP Scholarship Gala

to her remarkable GPA,
Sarah has also scored in
the 93rd percentile on her
standardized testing.

Although Sarah’s
academic achievements are
incredible, they represent
only a small portion of
her high school career.

The larger portion of her
time was spent serving her
school and community.
Sarah is Vice President

of her school’s National
Honor Society and is an
active member of Universal
Academy’s Student
Government. Furthermore,
Sarah has been a leading
member of multiple
nonprofit organizations.
She is president of a
Joining in to Revitalize Our
Neighborhood (JIRON),

an ACCESS youth project
based in southwest Detroit
that focuses on high

school and collegiate prep,
community building, and
leadership training. She is
also Chair of the Chadsey
Condon Community Office’s
Youth Council, a committee
created to also benefit the
young people of southwest
Detroit.

While serving both these
groups and the Southwest
community at large,

Sarah was chosen to join
the 482Forward Youth
Collective and was voted
Co-Chair. 482Forward is a
youth-driven organization
that focuses on taking
direct actions to solve the
educational injustices
Detroit residents face.

As a member, Sarah
has not only participated
in these actions but took
part in creating them. She

has interviewed the 2018
gubernatorial candidates
about issues in Michigan’s
school system. Sarah’s
commitment to excellence
in both her schoolwork and
extracurricular activities
has made it possible for her
to stand out against other
students in the race for
scholarships and college
acceptance letters. She has
been awarded the Detroit
Rotary Club Student Service
scholarship, the CAIR-MI
Rosa Parks scholarship,
Islamic Center of America
scholarship, and the
American Educational
Foundation scholarship.
In total, Sarah has
accumulated around $1.7
million in scholarships.
Although Sarah has been
offered admission into many
of Michigan’s top schools,
she plans to attend the
University of Detroit Mercy
as one of the few students
accepted in the prestigious
5-year accelerated Physician
Assistant program. There,
Sarah plans to learn how
to continue serving her
community through the
field. Once she graduates,
she dreams of opening
a public clinic, within
a largely immigrant
populated community, in
Southwest Detroit for those
who don’t have access to
proper healthcare due to
many reasons including
citizen status, language
barriers, and transportation
limitations.

In five years, with a
University of Detroit Mercy
diploma mounted on top
of a wall, Sarah aspires
to continue to serve the
community that has helped
build her character.
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CHRONIC HOPE #5:

From Battling Fatigue to Balancing an Energy Budget

By Georgia Coats - YAN

I knew the call would
come, like the expectation
of a winter storm.

My oncologist forecasted
that my body would eventu-
ally build up a resistance to
my medication for chronic
myeloid leukemia (CML)
after going off of it 3 times
to have 3 miracle babies.

That dreaded call came
the day after Christmas in
the middle of a family mov-
ie. The nurse dictated dates
for blood tests and biopsies.
It was clear as I fumbled for
a pen while running out of
the darkened theatre that
she didn’t care which dates
worked for my grad school
class schedule, my teaching
hours, or my family life.

Bottom line, I needed to
rewrite my priority list—
ASAP!

I was thankful for a short
commute between hospital
and university in the heart
of Detroit. I naively thought

Georgia Coats

I could change medica-
tions and not skip a beat in
class. Ididn’t account for
the unexpected toxicities
of Sprycel, my new miracle
medication. It was super
effective in treating cancer.
But my fatigued body could
barely make it through a
day.

5 Steps of Budgeting

I know what it’s like to
live on a tight budget. I've
been stretching dollars for
decades. Taking Sprycel
siphoned off a significant
portion of my energy each
day. I drastically needed to
rebalance my energy budget
to account for success

within my new limitations
of fatigue.

1. Set Goals

Set clear, attainable goals.
Identify the most important
places to spend limited
resources of energy: Fin-
ish grad school. Aspire to
excellence—as a mom, wife
and student. As I pushed
forward with my Master’s
degree, I became a goal-
setting master.

2. Prioritize

Decide the most impor-
tant ways to expend mental,
emotional and spiritual
energy, and then let go of
the other stuff.

If I aspired to excellence
as a mom, wife, and gradu-
ate student, I couldn’t also
be an excellent teacher. I
quit my teaching job. We
creatively rebalanced an
even tighter financial bud-
get.

3. Elimi-
nate excess

Identify and get rid of the
unnecessary energy drains.
It’s like knowing you're
going to shipwreck if you
don’t throw stuff overboard.
Learn to say “NO” to super-
fluous obligations and to
excess noise in your head.

Nursing a grudge or
second-guessing good
decisions were luxuries I
couldn’t afford. Instead, I
learned the energy-rejuve-
nating power of clear think-
ing cultivated by a rhythm
of rest, walks, and intimate
prayers.

4. Show up
wholeheartedly

Once goals are set, priori-
ties are clear, and junk has
been eliminated, be present
in your priorities. Embrace
them fully and generously.

It was costly to be a moth-
er of three and a non-tradi-
tional, cancer fighting grad
student. I wasn’t going to
miss any of those prioritized
moments. I studied hard.

I also learned to set studies
aside and wholeheartedly
cherish puppy movies with
my feverish 4™ grader as the
privileged place of being a
mom.
5o Celebrate
success

Find joy in the things
that contribute to success.
Setbacks and shortcom-
ings are ingredients for grit
when it comes to celebrat-
ing achievement.

I regularly thanked my
amazing professors. When
my worn out body ached,

I thanked God for my

cozy bed. I cried tears of
gratefulness as my husband
picked up my slack at home.

When I finally finished
graduate school, debt free,
after 5 12 years, celebra-
tions of success were the
sweetest.

I learned to thank God for
Sprycel.

It keeps my body cancer-
free. It has afforded me
peace of mind, power in
weakness, freedom in limi-
tations, and grace in weari-
ness. I have learned to live
more lightly and freely as I
regularly surrender all my
priorities to my highest pri-
ority of all—loving God with
all my heart, soul, mind,
and strength.
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e sat down

with Cristina

Sheppard-Decius,
head of the East Dearborn
Downtown Development
Authority inside Art Space
— the unique art lofts in the
former Dearborn City Hall.

By Brain stone
YAN - Dearborn

We spent almost a full
hour talking about East
Dearborn and the future
for Dearborn develop-
ment on the East End in a
wide-ranging interview that
covered the challenges and
opportunities that remain
for East Dearborn. Shep-
pard-Decius was relaxed
and assertive throughout
the interview, with a knack
for the details and a re-
freshing frankness about
the headwinds facing East
Dearborn’s Downtown.

YAN: What are some
of the things you think
are going to be posi-
tive that will benefit
the community in East
Dearborn?

There’s a lot of things go-
ing on physically in terms of
some of the improvements
we’re planning and in our
marketing, which we’re do-
ing more and more of each
year.

There’s a lot more busi-
nesses that are starting to
come in and it’s great to
have some spaces that peo-
ple can come into... Right
now, we've been working
with a number of new busi-
nesses, like KidKadia, which
is great, because we have a
lot of kids in this area and
they’re great for both the
adult and the kid.

We have a couple of new
businesses that have opened
over the last year, like Pea-
cock Cafe, which is new
Indian Food, which is great,
and we have Now Cafe,
which took over M&M, and
they have new ownership.

We're investing in the
street-scape, and in some
instances those large plant-
ers have prevented busi-
nesses from having an out-
door cafe, so we're actually
looking at reducing those,
and making it available.

We're looking at a tree well
plan for Michigan Avenue,
where we would change
those things out to help
businesses add more busi-
ness to their outside areas.
We're starting to change
over some of the plant ma-
terials that either needed
to be replaced or areas
where beds needed to be
addressed, and over the
last year the DDA’s have
invested more and more
in that into particular, but
we’re also looking to add
trees to Schaefer in areas
where there are no trees.
We're also updating some of
the older light poles, since
some of them don’t work,
and those replacements will
be done this fall, with LED
lights. Conserving energy —
as a city and DDA - we're
trying really hard to be sus-
tainable

YAN: It seems like
we’re taking it as it goes
with business own-
ers opening up in East
Dearborn, but there
aren’t any plans to
bring in a business with
100 to 250 new employ-
ees to create the growth
that existed before Arts
Space. Is there anything
you’re planning on to
bring in that growth?

Well, at the corner of the
Dearborn Town Center,
where Beaumont was [the
former Montgomery Ward
building], they’ve moved

N,

out as well. That’s an area
where — it’s 140,000 square
feet — and very little of it is
occupied. So that’s some-
thing where we’re working
with [the owner] to try to
get a new business in there.
Now, we do know that the
main floor, the commercial
floor, could be multiple ten-
ants, and I know the Mayor
has met with them about
that specifically. That is
something that, after a lot of
the changes [Beaumont has]
gone through, they’re able
to circle back around and
look at what they’re doing
[in East Dearborn.] We're
also working with the prop-
erty owner. And so, with
the three, I think that’s a
good sign that will happen.
Is there something planned
and on the books yet? No,
not yet. But I think it’s mov-
ing in the right direction.

YAN: Have you heard
of any talks with any
large corporations?

They have, but those
haven’t worked out.

YAN: What do you
think is impeding
people wanting to jump
into a space like that in
East Dearborn?

Well, for one, the office
market in Southeast Michi-
gan is still not a big market,
and in many ways, the of-
fice market is contracting

— they’re moving into new

areas. So, on the one hand
there’s competition, but
that competition can be a
good thing, because a lot of
businesses are moving into
Detroit, and many are now
realizing they can’t move
into Detroit [because of ris-
ing rent prices] and so that’s
an opportunity for us.

YAN: What makes
East Dearborn a place
that someone would
want to choose over
Warren, Ferndale or
Royal Oak?

I can tell you, in regards

to office space, a place like
Ferndale doesn’t even have
stock. We have buildings in
pretty good shape, and they
might need a face lift, but
they are in good shape. We
have flexibility, too — we can
go big, but we can also go
small. Many property own-
ers, like Fish Net Studios

— above the fish market,

he went in and renovated
the upper floor and turned
them into artist suites.
They're all booked — they're
all full. And that’s what it’s
about: re-imagining what
our spaces can be, and one
thing for the East Dearborn,
we really want this to be an
arts and culture space.

YAN: Isn’t a challenge
in making [East Dear-
born] an arts space, is
that we also built up
this massive perform-
ing arts center in the

Dearborn’s former iconic city hall which is

v an artspace

Cristina Sheppard

middle of nowhere? The
gravity moved from a
walkable area with the
former city hall, to this
area where it’s like a
concrete desert with
parking spaces. If you
could play God, would
you change that?

It was years ago, and so you
look at: what are the oppor-
tunities you have in front
of you now? Between East
and West Downtown, there
is that middle space, and I
think we’re thinking about
how to connect that space.
So there is the physical
aspect — connecting it with
infrastructure, investment,
and multiple modes of
transportation — and then
also taking a look at the so-
cial side of things. Whether
you’re in the East or West,
we want to take away that
social divide and make sure
people feel there’s a lot of
things to do in Dearborn,
and you can go East or
West.

YAN: Have you had
any discussions about
bringing in Arab Per-
formances and perfor-
mance artists in the
East Dearborn down-
town?

The Jazz on the Ave is a
big popular [performance]
that draws in thousands
of people, and we feel it’s
important for the notoriety
of the downtown, and it’s
a good building block for
others to follow after. In
the sense that, it took a few
years to build up thousands
of people coming to it, and
so [now we’re] looking at,
what other [performances]
could we be doing in the
park to activate that space?
One of the things [that’s
coming up], even though it’s
geared for families, is we do
our trick or treat event, and
we do pumpkin carving, to
engage the residents and
enjoy the downtown.

111




Yemeni

12

Vol.10 ISSUENO. (125) Sep 2019

Story

American
[ NEWS]

Emad Shammakh:

A born Leader

n order to be a leader, you have to

have a vision for yourself and for the

people around you. You have to work
harder than your competition; giving up
or giving in is never an option. You have
to remain focused at all times because
not everyone can share your vision or will
understand why you do what you do. You
have to be an inspiration to people, 24
hours a day and 7 days a week. In order
to be a leader, you have to think outside
of the box. Thinking inside the box makes
you just like everyone else. These are all
traits that represent Emad Shammakh,
which is why he is the perfect leader.

When we asked Emad who
helped him become the leader he
is today, he said, “I learned from
Sami Dabaja, the owner of Sav-
Mor Pharmacy. He taught me
the importance of education, the
importance of keeping promises
and honesty in the community. Dr.
Sami also told me the importance
of giving back to the people in need,
and never follow a dream job for
the income but follow it with a plan
to save, change, and improve lives
of those who are vulnerable.”

Emad enjoys his job at the
pharmacy. He said the best part of
his job is, “Having the opportunity
to serve my community and the
privilege of taking care of patients
in need that live in a community
that has a shortage in healthcare
services.”

Emad didn’t just become a leader
overnight. While in high school

By Omar Thabet - YAN - Hamtramck

Emad Shammakh was born
in Yemen. He came to America
when he was five years old. He
has lived here ever since and loves
being from the city of Hamtramck.
Shammakh said, “The city of
Hamtramck is a melting pot
that has people from different
ethnicities, cultures, and religions.
The diversity in Hamtramck brings
the opportunity to have great tasty
foods.”

Emad Shamakh recently
graduated out of Wayne State
University with a bachelor’s
degree in Public Health. He is
now pursuing a master’s degree
in Physician Assistant Studies.

He currently works at FRD Sav-
Mor Pharmacy as a manager and
certified pharmacy technician.

g T

Emad with collage at the pharmacy

Emad joined the Drama club,
wrestling team, student council,
Ambassador of peace and DECA-
Marketing organization.

Shammakh said, “During my
4 year experience at Hamtramck
High School I had the opportunity
to be an Ambassador of Peace.

My duty was to identify students’
conflicts and issues and address it
with my team of Ambassadors to
come to a mutual solution that will
make the learning environment for
the students more fun and stress
free.”

Emad sees a bright future in the
Hamtramck Public Schools District
that he graduated from. Shammakh
said, “What gets me excited the
most about the future of HPS is the
increase of successful graduates
that are pursuing and completing
great careers in many different
fields and coming back to serve
their community and supporting
the school system (HPS) that
enriched them with the essentials
of education and life lessons.”

During his free time, Emad said
he enjoys travelling and exploring
different parts of the world and
gathering with friends and family
to plan fun activities to do with his
community.

Emad is also a member of the
Yemeni American Leadership
Association, also known as YALA.
Emad said what he likes most about
YALA is, “gaining the full trust of
my community to serve them with
what all the shortages of services
we have in our community such as
ESL courses and healthcare. I also
enjoy educating our community
about cultural diversity and
identity.”

Shammakh then added, “What

I would like to see improve with
YALA is our resources of income,

a bigger building and long term
bridges with our community Public
schools.”

With being a leader, you know
Emad will have lofty goals that he
sets for himself. Some of Emad’s
future goals are to graduate
as a Physician Assistant and
entrepreneur and open his own
clinic and pharmacy to serve
low income communities and
communities that lack healthcare
access. He also would like to build a
hospital in Yemen to serve the poor
for free as charity.

Good luck Emad Shammakh
with your future endeavors. Keep
making everyone proud!
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Dearborn Loyal

69-Year Resident Talks Past & Present

ony Auvia is an 82 year old

man who has been living in

East Dearborn for the last
67 years. A Korean War veteran,
he moved to Dearborn when he
was 20 years old, in 1952, because
one of his war buddies lived here.
He worked at the steel mill for 32
years and is now retired. He has
a wife and his two daughters also
live in Michigan. Tony came to
Dearborn for friendship and he
found a community — a commu-
nity that’s changed a lot over the
years. We sat down with Tony and
talked to him about Dearborn,
then and today, and what this
man on the street thinks about
the big changes in East Dearborn.

By Rasheed Alnozili
YAN- Dearborn

YAN: What’s the
biggest difference
between when you
moved to Dearborn and
now?

“Different people. It used
to be Italian, Polish and
Irish, and now it’s mostly
Arabic, and a few Italians.
At one time East Dearborn
was the place to live, now
West Dearborn is the place
to live. I'm just telling you
— most of the people I know
moved to West Dearborn
or Canton, you know? But
we've still got the best
doughnuts.”

YAN: What would you
like to see more of in
East Dearborn?

“I'd just like to see —
you know, I'm not saying
nothing, but — people
taking care of their
property, their weeds. It
gets pretty bad now, you
know? Back in them days
that kind of problem was
less of an issue with Mayor
Hubbard. They’ve got lots
of nice palaces and homes,
but the grass dies — and
you gotta take care of your
grass, you know? And I've

told the city hall, and they

say, “Well, I'll go check,”

but — you know how it is.”
Tony shrugged.

YAN: You live right
near the Mosque. When
the mosque went up,
what changed? What’s
different now?

“It improved it, the look
and everything. When a
house goes for sale, now,
people buy it! Kids go to
Fordson, we’ve got good
schools, we're close to
everything. People ask me if
I wanted to come down for
lunch [at the mosque] and
during Ramadan [for iftar].
They’re good.”

YAN: Did your
property values go up?

“Yeah, way up. I've got
people everyday asking if
I want to sell, and I say,
“Hey, I ain’t going nowhere.
When I die, maybe, but not
before that.”

YAN: Do you think
the Arab American
community has done
anything for Dearborn?

“Oh, yeah! They’re the
ones who built it back up!
Who brought it out of the
recession.”

YAN: What about the
market? What’s the
best market?

“We go to Meijer. We go
to Greenland. I used to go
to La Shish in the old days,
too. They’ve got good stuff
— good quality, you know?”

YAN: Public Safety.
Have you ever had an
issue?

“The safety issue is nice,
but a lot of people don’t
watch their kids, and that’s

why they’ve had those
accidents. People aren’t
watching their kids. I've
lived in the city for 47 or

67 years. I've seen some
bad incidents. About 3 or

4 years ago someone broke
into my home, and stole my
wife’s jewelry, but that’s the
only time something like
that’s happened. But it ain’t
all like that, you know?

Across the street from me
is this young guy, Arabic
guy, he’s Yemeni, and he’s
got 3 kids. Every time he
comes home from work,

before he goes in the house,
he walks across the street
and checks on me and my
wife. The day that I got
robbed, a lot of the Arabic
people wanted to give us
money, and even asked if
they could give my wife
jewelry. I was surprised.”

YAN: Do you think if
you have a chance to
leave, would you like to
leave, or do you want to
stay?

“Nah, I'm not going
nowhere.”
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Henry Ford College hosts pre-education
university transfer advising session Oct. 18

Henry Ford College is hosting a
university transfer advising session
for pre-education majors and other
interested students on Friday, Oct.
18. Seven educational institutions
are scheduled to attend.

Sept. 12, 2019, Dearborn, Mich.
- Henry Ford College will host a
pre-education university transfer
advising session on Friday, Oct.
18, from 11:30 a.m. until 2:30
p-m. in the Rosenau Rooms on
the first floor of the Andrew A.
Mazzara Administrative Services &
Conference Center (ASCC) (Bldg. L
on the main campus).

This session will assist HFC pre-
education students with transfer
options and help them decide
which 4-year college or university
is best for them and their career
aspirations after they graduate
from HFC.

HENRY

F

COLLEGE
FUTUREDRIVEN

University of Michigan —
Dearborn
Wayne State University

While students may transfer to
any of these universities or any
other university, it is notable that
HFC hosts a University Center
with SHU and Madonna on the
third floor of HFC’s Welcome
Center (Building WC) on the main
campus. The University Center
allows HFC students to complete

Participating universities at
the Fall 2019 university pre-

their associate degree at HFC and
then complete their bachelor’s
degree from SHU or Madonna

education transfer advising

session:

Alma College

Some of the benefits of
HFC’s partnerships with SHU
and Madonna:

Saginaw Valley State University

Eastern Michigan University
Madonna University
Siena Heights University

Undergraduate and graduate
classes are offered on-site at HFC
Evening, weekend, and hybrid

while remaining on HFC’s campus.

classes
Personalized advising
Transfer-friendly policies and
guarantees

Students attending the pre-
education university transfer
advising session should dress
professionally and should bring
a copy of their transcript(s) —
official or unofficial. They should
also bring nine 3x5 index cards
that contain their name, contact
information (phone number,
email address, home address), and
area(s) of educational interest.

This event is free and open
to anyone interested in pre-
education. For questions or further
information, contact Dr. Patricia
Lanzon, HFC pre-education
director and education professor, at
313-317-1532 or planzon@hfcc.edu.

C CEvenny

WAYNE C

OUNTY TREASURER

ERIC SABREE
ymme County Treasurer

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29"

Mario’s Italina Restaurant
4222 2nd Avenue, Detroit

5:00-6:00pm VIP Rec

eption $1000 | includes 2 tickets

6-7:30pm General Reception $250 | 1 ticket to General Reception

Checks and Credit Cards Will Be Accepted At the Door

or mail to:

CTE Eric Sabree o PO Box 21868 e Detroit, MI 48221
Make checks payable to: CTE Eric Sabree

Paid for by Committee to Elect Eric Sabreee P.O. Box 21868+ Detroit, Ml 48221
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A Message to the Arab
Americans of Dallas, TX

ast weekend, I traveled to Dallas to speak at the Arab
Texas Festival. It was a remarkable event that both filled
me with pride at our progress and left me inspired.

As I stood on the stage looking
out at the 10,000 who had gathered
at the festival, my hope for the fu-
ture of the Arab American commu-
nity was renewed. The make-up of
the crowd was stunningly diverse.
There were young and old; women
in traditional abayas and those in
jeans and t-shirts; folks from over
a dozen Arab countries (we knew
this from the Master of Ceremony’s
call for shout outs — «let me hear a
shout from the Lebanese,» «from
the Palestinians,» «from the Syr-
ians,» «from the Egyptians,» «from
the Tunisians,» and so on down the
line).

Some were there to taste the
offerings of the many local Arabic
restaurants who participated in the
day-long event. Some came to sing
and dance debkah or just sit under
a tent and smoke argila. Some
came to buy or sell crafts from their
countries of origin. But all were
there to celebrate, with pride, their
shared heritage. And (this is where
Congresswoman Rashida Tlaib
— the event’s other guest speaker
—and I fit in), to talk about our
shared political concerns, as Arab
Americans, and how we can best
address them.

The diversity of the crowd,
and their enthusiasm and com-
mitment, gave me flashbacks
to almost 40 years ago when I
travelled the across the US, some-
times with former Senator James
Abourezk, sometimes alone,
organizing Arab Americans. Those
were heady days as we set about to
build the American-Arab Anti-Dis-
crimination Committee — a non-
sectarian umbrella organization
focused on unifying our commu-
nity, lifting up with pride our Arab
heritage, and fighting discrimina-
tion and defamation.

The response we received was
overwhelming, as community

members swarmed to our events
and joined our organization. They
were tired of being beaten down
and embarrassed by negative media
stereotypes, angry at being exclud-
ed in political circles because they
dared to speak out for justice for
Palestinians. And they represented
a new generation of young Arab
Americans who had cast off the
baggage of divisions that plagued
the older generations. For them,

it didn’t matter if someone was
Syrian or Lebanese or Palestinian;
if they were Christian or Muslim; if
they supported Nasser or Qassem
or whomever else was out there.
They were Arab Americans, with-
out differences, and they sought
common ground to build a strong
community that could reclaim with
pride the heritage that Hollywood
had vilified and to advocate the just
causes that some had made taboo.

We built on this momentum in
the Jackson campaigns of 1984
and 1988, the only presidential
campaign to recognize us, empower
us, and give voice to our concerns.
When we organized the Arab
American Institute, our purpose
was to build on this, by: increasing
our voter registration; empowering
our communities on the local level;
creating opportunities for young
people in public service; electing
more Arab Americans to office at
every level; and giving voice to our
issues in Washington.

Looking back, I think all Arab
Americans can be proud of what
our community has achieved and
the progress we’ve made. When
I've been asked what I thought
were our greatest accomplishments
during the past four decades, I've
responded that the two things that
give me the most pride are the fact
that we helped to forge a commu-
nity that was proud of its heritage
and we were able to encourage and

create opportunities for young
Arab Americans to serve their
community and become engaged
in public service — elective office,
government posts, and playing
leading roles in non-governmental
organizations working to advance
fundamental rights.

Our community building prog-
ress sometimes bewilders visitors
from the Arab World — who would
often speak about people of Arab
descent coming together without
regard to country or sect divisions
but had never directly experienced
it. I once had an Arab ambassador
come to visit my office. After a tour
and introductions to some of my
staff, he asked me, «How do you
organize your office?» I told him
that we organized by function,
«We have a community organizing
unit, a government relations unit,
aresearch...» Before I could finish,
he cut me off, saying «No. What I
mean how do you organize them?
For example, the man at the front
desk, is he from Lebanon, Sunni or
Shi’a?» I told him, quite honestly,
that I didn’t know Rami’s religion
or what country his parents had
come from. It wasn’t on the job ap-
plication, I never asked him, and in
any case it didn’t matter.

A few years later, at our annual
Kahlil Gibran «Spirit of Humanity»
Dinner, we gave a public service
award to Ted Kattouf, an Arab
American former Ambassador who
had been in the foreign service for
decades. The award was named
after Najib Halaby — one of the first
Arab Americans to have served in
the White House, serving under
President John F. Kennedy. The
award was presented by Ray La-
Hood, then Secretary of Transpor-
tation. At dinner’s end, I reflected
on what had transpired and told
the audience, «Tonight we gave an
award named after a Syrian Ameri-

can. It was presented by a Lebanese
American, and it was given to a
Palestinian American. This unity
couldn’t happen in the Arab World
— but we’ve made it commonplace,
here in America.»

This is what we’ve done. But we
can’t rest on our laurels, because
we are living through a time when
powerful centrifugal forces are at
work threatening our hard-fought
gains. The fragmentation of identity
spawned by the Arab Spring and
the politicizing of religious identity
are damaging to our unity.

For those of us who lived through
the long civil war in Lebanon, these
challenges we are now facing are
not new. But we learned that it was
important to put away old baggage,
sit on our differences, and work to
build a community of shared iden-
tity and concerns. And it worked.

It was, therefore, against this
backdrop, that the Dallas festival
was so important. The unity of so
many diverse component groups
that make up our community, the
joy they demonstrated in celebrat-
ing our shared culture, and their
commitment to giving voice to
our political concerns — served as
an important reminder that what
brings us together can be so much
more powerful than what threatens
to separate us.

My message to the Arab Ameri-
can Community in Dallas: you give
us pride and inspire us to forge
ahead.
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Law Office of
RABIH HAMAWI

Fire, Property Damage & Insurance Coverage Attorney

damage law

(] Insurance-coverage

disputes

248.905.1133

2000 Town Center, Suite 1900

Southfield, Ml 48075

www.hamawil

aw.com

Practice Areas:
e Fire and property
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13710 Michigan Ave.
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Come in and get your maximum refund under CPA firm preparation with the best and motivated
staff with over 15 years’ experience | A firm that will step-up, with NO HESITATION,
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